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Biblical teaching on giving 
 

Introduction 
o This is not about tithing but freewill giving /// there is a difference between the two; 

o Tithe is involuntary and a fixed proportion;  

o See our teaching on “taxes and tithes”; 

o It is a gift not tax; 

o We are not necessarily talking about giving to church only in case some might use it 

as a scapegoat for not giving; 

o This view should be expanded to what you do as an individual towards others; 

o Tithe is not commanded and practised in the New Testament with reference.  

God is a giver 
o He created the world and everything in it 

o Freely we have received, freely we must give- Matthew 10:7-8 

o He gave His only son- John 3:16; 2 Corinthians 9:15 

o He gives His Spirit freely- 

o John 12:6 shows that Jesus gave to the poor 

o His gifts and calling are irrevocable- Romans 11:29 

Facts about giving 
a. We must help the weak, remembering the words the Lord Jesus himself said: 'It is 

more blessed to give than to receive.'" Acts 20:35 /// This is absolute fact and we 
must obey. 

b. Blessed are those who have regard for the weak; the LORD delivers them in times of 
trouble. Psalm 41:1 

c. The generous will themselves be blessed, for they share their food with the poor. 
Proverbs 22:9 

d. Those who give to the poor will lack nothing, but those who close their eyes to them 
receive many curses. Proverbs 28:27 

e. Whoever is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward them for what 
they have done- Proverbs 19:17 

f. Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely, who conduct their affairs 
with justice- Psalm 112:5 

Faith and works 
a. Do not withhold good from those to whom it is due, when it is in your power to act. 

Proverbs 3:27 

b. Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food. If one of you says to 

them, "Go in peace; keep warm and well fed," but does nothing about their physical 

needs, what good is it? James 2:15-16 

c. "If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, 

he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever". 1 Timothy 5:8 
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d. Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those 

who belong to the family of believers. Galatians 6:10 

e. …the righteous give without sparing. Proverbs 21:26 

f. They are always generous and lend freely; their children will be a blessing Psalm 

37:26 

g. They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor, their righteousness endures 

forever; their horn will be lifted high in honour. Psalm 112:9 

Principles of giving 
a. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand 

is doing. Matthew 6:2-4 

b. Give generously to them and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this 

the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your 

hand to. Deuteronomy 15:7-11 

c. Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not 

demand it back. Luke 6:30 

d. Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly and whoever sows generously will 

also reap generously-2 Corinthians 9:6 

e. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly 

or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7 

f. Each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the LORD your God has 

blessed you. Deuteronomy 16:17 

g. Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 

increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 2 

Corinthians 9:10 

h. Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together 

and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will 

be measured to you." Luke 6:38 

True giving and examples 
a. Amongst the sin of Sodom and Gomorrah was lack of hospitality in addition to 

sodomy and homosexuality 
o Genesis 18 & 19 
o Ezekiel 16:49-50 
o Jude 7 

b. True fasting is giving-Isaiah 58; Zechariah 7:4-10 
c. The example of Job- Job 31 /// A full chapter is dedicated to the righteous acts of 

Job; here generosity and giving comes up prominently. 
d. The New Testament Church practice:  

o 1 Corinthians 16:1-4; Galatians 2;9-10 /// 
o Acts 4:32-35; Acts 6:1-4; Acts 24:17 /// they shared possessions to achieve 

equality 
o 1 Timothy 5:3,9,16 /// encourages providing for the widows, relatives and 

immediate family 
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o They recognised the gift of giving- 1 Corinthians 12:28 
e. Jesus and his disciples- John 13:29; John 12:3-8; Luke 4:18;  
f. Jesus’s teaching on giving:  

o Go and sell your possessions giving the money to the poor- Matthew 19:21 
o The rich man who treated the poor Lazarus harshly ended up in hell fire- Luke 

16:19-25 
o Jesus condemned the Pharisees for being greedy and wicked for they only 

cleaned the outside- Luke 11:39-42 
o Remember the LORD- Luke 12:16-21 

g. Invite also the poor, lame, crippled and blind when holding a luncheon or dinner-
Luke 14:12-14 

h. John the Baptist teaching on sharing with others-Luke 3:10-14 
i. The wife of noble character is a giver-Proverbs 31:20 

 

Sacrificial giving 
In fact, all giving is sacrificial. We share the little we have and make a difference together.  

a. Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus with expensive perfume- Matthew 26:7-13 
o Jesus said she had done would also be told in her memory 
o The cost of the perfume equalled a year’s wages 

b. Widow of Zarephath gave the last food meant for herself and son to Elijah- 1 Kings 
17:12-25 
o Her jug of oil and jar of oil never run dry until the LORD provided the rains 

c. The poor widow gave all she had to live on-Luke 21:1-4 
o Although it was only two copper coins, she gave the most 
o She gave out of her poverty while the others gave out of their wealth 

d. The churches at Macedonia gave out of their poverty- 2 Corinthians 8:1-15 
o They gave beyond expectation and ability 

b. The early church gave to the needy- Acts 4:34-35 
o People sold their own property (land and houses) to give to others 

c. The idea is not to keep collecting while others are suffering 
o Exodus 36:6-7 "The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work 

the LORD commanded to be done." Then Moses gave an order and they sent 
this word throughout the camp: "No man or woman is to make anything else as 
an offering for the sanctuary." And so the people were restrained from bringing 
more, because what they already had was more than enough to do all the work. 

o We should not abuse privileges.  
o In fact we have inverted the practice of the early church practice in most cases. 

We accumulate for self rather than distribute to the body of Christ. 
 

Implications of giving 
a. It is a test of the sincerity of our love-2 Corinthians 8:8 
b. The needs of others are met and equality is achieved-2 Corinthians 8:13-15 
c. It is a confession of our faith wherever the gospel is preached-2 Corinthians 9:13, 

Mathew 26:13 
d. It is more blessed to give than to receive- Acts 20:35 /// So you are blessed 
e. It is an expression of thanksgiving to God-2 Corinthians 9:12 
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If you do not give 
a. There are people who say I am very rich because I do not give. 

o The stingy are eager to get rich and are unaware that poverty awaits them- 
Proverbs 28:22. 

o One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but 
comes to poverty. A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will 
be refreshed. Proverbs 11:24-25 

o This verse is true of them “Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through 
the eye of the needle that for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of 
heaven”- Mathew 19:24 

b. God will still provide help for the poor 
o God will never forsake the poor-Psalm 9:18; Psalm 34:18; Proverbs 14:31 
o Mordecai told Esther: If you do not help us when we are about to die, the LORD 

will send us help from another place and still save us.  
o The reason God sends people to you is that he would like to bless you. This is 

why it is privilege to give. See that both Esther and Mordecai were blessed for 
helping the Jews.  

o You will actually discover that the money you are withholding is not even 
enough to buy something big.  
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