
Bible teaching on 
 

FORGIVENESS AND RECONCILIATION 
 

1. Introduction 

This is released for immediate application. It is particularly urgent if you have unresolved conflicts 

and are finding it hard to forgive. Kindly also share for the benefit of others! Together, let us reach 

more souls and turn others from error. 

 

In this lesson, we emphasize the following: 

o Forgiveness without demanding apology 

o It takes faith to forgive 

o If you want to be free, forgiveness is the way out  

2. Reconciliation ministry  

o It is about bringing people back to God and  

o Offering unconditional forgiveness. 

 

The Word of God says the following about the ministry of reconciliation:  

 

All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people's sins 

against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation- 2 Corinthians 5:18-19. 

 

The underlined is what constitutes the ministry of reconciliation. We briefly look at these in turn 

with greater emphasis placed on forgiveness.  

 

a. Bringing people back to God 

As ministers of reconciliation, we must preach the gospel (of repentance) so that the lost 

brothers and sisters can also be reconciled back to God through Christ. It was God who first 

reconciled the world to Himself through Jesus- 2 Corinthians 5:18-19. And it says we are 

entrusted with the same ministry of reconciliation. We must, therefore, bring people back to 

God. 

 

b. Forgiving without demanding apology. 

o Jesus said "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing."- Luke 23:34 

o Stephen fell on his knees and cried out, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." When he 

had said this, he fell asleep- Acts 7:60. Why is our Lord Jesus Christ pictured standing on the 

right hand side of the Father instead of sitting down? It should not be difficult to agree with 

me that our Lord was extremely pleased with Stephen and was welcoming him. 
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They forgave the people without demanding an apology from them- the exact opposite of what the 

world is doing today. Do not follow the crowd in insisting on receiving apologies. This only exposes 

the pride rooted in our hearts that somebody has to feel embarrassed and bow down to us before 

we can be satisfied.  

 

Forgive them unconditionally. Otherwise, your forgiveness is very questionable and you are not very 

different from the one who has wronged you. For how long are you going to carry Satan's load on 

your shoulders? 

 

Reconciliation from God settles matters well and leaves everyone happy. Consider how God was 

involved in the following:- 

o Isaac and the Philistines- Genesis 26 

o Esau and Jacob reconciled and both of them prospered. See Genesis 33 & Genesis 36 

o Sarai and Haggar: Genesis 21:8-11 /// Ishmael was blessed too cf Genesis 16:1-16 

o Solomon’s wise ruling in the case of the two prostitutes- 1 Kings 3:16-28 

3. The example of Abraham and Lot 

This is another lesson of humility and conflict resolution between Abraham and Lot (Genesis 13). It 

occurred that quarrelling arose between Abram’s and Lot’s shepherds. The quarrel was about space 

or land. Beware! Children, relatives and servants can be used by Satan to destroy relationships. 

 

Abram did not consider it wise for him to argue with Lot because they were relatives and that there 

was also plenty of land for both of them. Instead, he told Lot to choose first. He was prepared to 

take what we would today call "the residue".  

 

How many of us would do this? By letting some things go, you will receive greater favour. 

 

Physical appearance deceived Lot! He looked around and chose Sodom and Gomorrah because it 

was well-watered. Actually, Sodom and Gomorrah was evil. Its people were wicked and were sinning 

greatly against the Lord and this is why it was later destroyed by fire.  

 

Abram was humble and desired to amicably resolve the matter. Although older, he gave Lot a right 

of first choice. After Abram let go of the land, the LORD made a covenant with him and he was more 

blessed than before (Genesis 15, 17). Letting go of some situations leads to more blessings!  

 

Despite parting, Abram still loved Lot and willing to assist him. Genesis 14 tells us that Sodom & 

Gomorrah was attacked by foreign forces and Lot was taken captive. Upon hearing, Abram mobilised 

forces and pursued the enemy and rescued Lot. In addition, we are told that when the destruction of 

Sodom and Gomorrah was due, it was Abraham who pleaded with the angels to spare Lot (Genesis 

18, 19). 

 

In all these cases, everyone was happy. Consider also the conflict resolution between Abraham and 

Lot (Genesis 13). Everyone was better off and none worse off. If you are not willing to forgive 

without demanding an apology, then you have missed what Jesus Christ demands us to do. Think 

again if you are still withholding forgiveness from someone.  
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4. Reconciliation and forgiveness 

If you want to be free, forgiveness is the way out. In this case, the one who is offended should take 

the initiative to forgive. The goal is to quickly win over the one who is wrong or turn them from 

error. Talk to them privately. If they do not listen invite witnesses, if not take them to church. If they 

still refuse, treat them as pagans- Matthew 18:14-17.  

 

All this effort is needed because the Father is not wiling that any person be lost. This is why the 

LORD sent us a Saviour who died for us while we were still sinners. 

 

So watch yourselves. "If your brother or sister sins against you, rebuke them; and if they repent, 

forgive them"- Luke 17:3. Have you tried to rebuke them or you are simply holding offence?  

 

This also brings me to the concept of conditional forgiveness. Some people use the verse above and 

say, they cannot forgive unless a person says sorry. But there are some who have no remorse for 

their mistakes. In their pride and spiritual blindness they see nothing wrong with their actions and 

will never say sorry. Should we not forgive them? These we must still forgive for they do not know 

what they are doing (Our Lord Jesus Christ and Stephen provide good examples). 

 

Most of us were once in darkness but have now seen the light. Similarly, pray that God Most High 

will open their eyes; they will come to change their attitudes and see the need for repentance.  

5. It takes faith to forgive 

Jesus instructed them: "Even if they sin against you seven times in a day and seven times come back 

to you saying 'I repent,' you must forgive them. The apostles said to the Lord, "Increase our faith!" 

Luke 17:3-5   

 

You see, it takes faith to forgive. You can pray for that. Lack of forgiveness is also sin. By refusing to 

forgive, you are sinning continuously as long as you hold bitterness. Doors are wide open for the 

enemy like a city with broken walls- Proverbs 25:28.  

 

In the parable of the unforgiving servant (Matthew 18:33-35), we are told that anyone who refuses 

to forgive will be sent to tormenters. Refusing to forgive others is punishable. Do not be surprised 

when get demon possessed and begin to be tormented. 

 

What God advises seems a wrong way of solving bitterness but He is right. Can you not trust the 

LORD that forgiveness is the way out? Have faith in the LORD your God. Let go! 

 

You may ask: But what about the constant oppressors? Should we also forgive them or simply 

revenge? We know that harsh treatment is unacceptable. However, the bigger picture is that your 

patience and stability of faith in Christ Jesus is being tested.  

 

What if they are your leaders?  

 

Scripture says we need to submit to our masters-not only those who are good and considerate but 

also the harsh (1 Peter 2:18; Ephesians 6:5-7; Colossians 3:22-25). Pray first and later find time to 
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reason with them. Frankly and without fear make your concerns known rather than just hold offence 

without their knowledge. Some do not even know. Always use the right channel. 

 

We are also told to pray for those who persecute you and even bless them- Romans 12:14; Matthew 

5:44. The LORD sees all the injustices and is able to bring justice. Consider how He saved Israel, 

Daniel (and colleagues), Mordecai, etc. Have your cried to Him for justice or simply grumbling? 

6. Vengeance belongs to God 

You cannot revenge because the LORD reminds us that vengeance belongs to Him- Romans 12:19. 

This is very important. When God speaks, our role is to hear, obey and learn to put it into practice.  

 

Let us also remember how Joseph treated his brothers when they repented. He said to them, "Don't 

be afraid. Am I in the place of God? You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to 

accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many lives. So then, don't be afraid. I will provide 

for you and your children." And he reassured them and spoke kindly to them. Genesis 50:19-21 

Submit yourself to these principles and see the hand of the LORD. I pray that whatever the enemy 

meant for evil, the LORD should turn it to good for you in the Name of Jesus Christ. 

7. Benefits of forgiveness 

o By forgiving you prove to be an obedient child of God. This is practical Christianity. 

o You also receive forgiveness of sins- Matthew 6:14 

o Your prayers and offerings are no longer hindered by lack of forgiveness- Matthew 5:23-26 

o You give the devil no chance or foothold-Ephesians 4:26-27 

8. Conclusion 

o Your forgiveness must come from the bottom of the heart-Matthew 18:35 
o With man this is impossible, but with God all things are possible- Matthew 19:26 
o The LORD heals the broken-hearted and binds up their wounds- Psalm 147:3  
o Taste and see that the LORD is good- Psalm 34:8 
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