
Bible teaching on 
 

MENTORSHIP 
 

1. Mentorship 

Someone wiser, more ‘anointed’ and experienced acts as a mentor to another who is new or 

younger in the faith. This relationship is not being about equals. A student is not greater than the 

master-Matthew 10:24. It is important to understand that here we are downplaying the 

importance of having strong relationships with equals because “As iron sharpens iron, so one 

person sharpens another”-Proverbs 27:17. 

Most of the principles discussed here apply to discipleship in general. You can have many 

disciples but usually just a few people whom you are mentoring. A mentee is by default a 

disciple because they are learning from you. 

2. The need 

Mentors give advice, direction, teaching and prayers. You are being prepared for a greater 

responsibility and challenging responsibility ministry ahead.  Read for yourselves from: 

o Titus 2:3-5; 6-8 

o Proverbs 15:22 

o Proverbs 13:14 

o Proverbs 27:17 

o 1 Peter 5:5-7 

o Proverbs 13:20 

o Deuteronomy 6:4-9 

 

In all this, remember that the greatest mentor is the Holy Spirit-John 14:26. See also Psalm 32:8. 

The Holy Spirit cannot be replaced. 

3. Honouring spiritual parents 

The key is faithfulness, humility and obedience. The one being mentored must be willing, 

committed and submissive. You cannot serve two masters- Matthew 6:24. Do not live a sinful 

life otherwise you will cause embarrassment to your parents and the house of God in general.  

You must trust your parents. Due to the rising of false prophets, people's attention is now drawn 

to false prophets and on spiritual deception rather than building their relationship with Christ. 

This is distraction from what really matters in life. Not all people trust their pastors. They think 

they might be false too. This is not good for the house of God. My prayer is that the LORD should 

help make all false teachers and prophets very insignificant in our lives to the extent that they no 

longer matter. Let them no longer command the attention of God's people. 
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The bible says Moses was faithful in all God’s house. The LORD elevated Moses so that he could 

speak with Him face to face and not in riddles- Numbers 12:7. But Moses was not alone for he 

said “The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your 

fellow Israelites. You must listen to him”- Deuteronomy 18:15 and Acts 3:22.  

4. Spiritual vacancy 

Spiritual vacancies always exist and could be as a result of normal cause, old age or 

disobedience. The challenge is that we do not know who has been lined to fill them. So, we 

really need to be genuine because God looks at the heart and not physical appearance- 1 Samuel 

16:7. Neither does he show favouritism- Acts 10:34.  

 

o King Saul became rebellious and was replaced by David- a man after God's heart. Read 

full story in 1 Samuel 15 & 16  

o Eli overlooked the sins of his two sons who had no regard for the LORD. Not only did 

they treat the worshippers with contempt but also slept with women serving in the 

house of God. Samuel was raised as a prophet and he was faithful till the end. 1 Samuel 

2:12-35. The LORD says "I will remove all unfaithful workers and raise for myself 

servants ready to carry my will- to do according to what is in my heart and mind. 

o Elisha was being prepared for a prophetic ministry and replaced Elijah when time was 

due. He received a double portion of the father’s spirit- 1 Kings 19 and 2 Kings 2 

o Moses was replaced by Joshua (Deuteronomy 31 and 34). Joshua was clearly the next 

leader 

5. Getting things right 

Do not submit to anyone without careful consideration. Choose good models and people who 

are truly serving the LORD. Sometimes, you may not have to choose but God Himself will lead 

you. If you refuse to be mentored, you will miss the opportunity to take over and become a 

reliable leader. God does not need the help of man but He allows it for a purpose; so that iron 

sharpens iron. 

6. The need for being one in mind 

The question we must remember is “Who is with us?” The question which Joshua asked the 

angel of God in Joshua is very relevant here: “are you for us or for our enemies?”- Joshua 5:13 

o Jehu to Jehonadab: Are you in one accord with me as I am with you? (2 Kings 10:15-16) 

o A double-minded person is unstable in all his ways- James 1:8. If you are not one in spirit 

you will be strengthening the position of the enemy and revealing secrets. 

o Paul and Timothy- Paul described Timothy as a young man like minded with him in 

serving the LORD. This was a strong relationship of a father and his son. Acts 16, 

Philippians 2, 1 Timothy and 2 Timothy. 

o Ruth was mentored by Naomi to the extent that she refused to let to be separated from 

each other Ruth 1-4 /// Similarly, Elisha cried in 2 Kings 2:12: “My father! My father!” He 

was genuine and not hungry to become the next prophet.  

o Why did Mary have to stay with Elizabeth for three months? Read the passage again and 

may God grant you revelation. Luke 1:39-56 
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7. Random mentors 

There are some once off events where you will need help from others who may not necessarily 

be your mentor. This is why it is important and safe to be mentored in all critical areas of 

ministry. Be committed to one person but are free to accept wise teachings from others. 

“Mockers hate to be corrected, so they stay away from the wise”- Proverbs 15:12 NLT 

o There are also some that will help you randomly and unexpectedly e.g. Jethro mentoring 

Moses. We see this in Exodus 18 

o Acts 4, 9, 11. Since he was a new believer in Christ, Paul had to be mentored by Barnabas. 

Later they were equals and sent together as missionaries. You need brothers with whom you 

can sharpen each other. 

8. What are the benefits of sonship? 

o Spiritual covering: this is why we have the God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Elijah, etc. 

o Prayer partnership 

o Wisdom /// “He who walks with the wise becomes wise but  the companion of fools will 

suffer harm”- Proverbs 13:20 

o Impartation of spiritual gifts 

o Training, counsel and correction 

o Experience: the disciples of Christ learnt by doing 

o A good father leaves behind an inheritance for his children’s children- Proverbs 13:22 

o Success and achievement: remember you are riding on the foundation of your father.  

9. Safeguards 

o Pride: Arrogance will seal your downfall and pride goes before destruction- Proverbs 16:18. 

o Jealousy: In the ministry of the Holy Spirit, there is no room for competition. Otherwise, you 

will be competing with God.  

o Rebellion: includes change of lifestyle after receiving from your father 

o Unfaithfulness: There is a time for everything. Gehazi collected money and pieces of 

clothing at the wrong time. This is probably why Gehazi was not given the mantle. 
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