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This booklet teaches about biblical principles on work. It contains powerful 

principles that can transform lives with guarantee.  There are a lot of inspired 

principles in the bible (divine library) by the LORD God Most High to prosper 

you financially. Read the Word and invest wisely. 
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Introduction 

There is no room for laziness in the Christian life. The Scriptures prove it and 

God commanded it.  

A person who does not work is dependent on misinformed faith. We must not 

confuse between working for salvation and working for a living. Salvation 

cannot be worked for but a living must be worked for. So we are not working 

for salvation but for a living. 

General biblical rules  

Genesis 3:11-19 God cursed the ground because of man. Man to toil and sweat 

Colossians 3:22-25: Slaves are to obey their earthly masters in everything with 

sincerity of heart and reverence for the Lord. They must work with all their 

hearts, as working for the Lord, not for human masters 

1 Thessalonians 4:11-12:  and to make it your ambition to lead a quiet life: You 

should mind your own business and work with your hands, just as we told you, 

so that your daily life may win the respect of outsiders and so that you will not 

be dependent on anybody. 

Titus 2:9-10: Teach slaves to be subject to their masters in everything, to try to 

please them, not to talk back to them, and not to steal from them, but to show 

that they can be fully trusted, so that in every way they will make the teaching 

about God our Saviour attractive. 

1Timothy 6:1-2: All who are under the yoke of slavery should consider their 

masters worthy of full respect, so that God’s name and our teaching may not 

be slandered. Those who have believing masters should not show them 

disrespect just because they are fellow believers. Instead, they should serve 

them even better because their masters are dear to them as fellow believers 

and are devoted to the welfare of their slaves. 

2 Thessalonians 3:10: For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: 

“The one who is unwilling to work shall not eat.” 

1Timothy 5:8: Anyone who does not provide for their relatives, and especially 

for their own household, has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. 
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Jesus Christ and his apostles 

Jesus Christ was a carpenter- Mark 6:3. Joseph, the husband of Mary, His 

mother, was also a carpenter- Matthew 13:55. 

Luke 6: 13-16, Matthew 10:1-4 and Mark 3:16-18 provide a full list of the initial 

twelve apostles of Christ. These he also designated apostles. See also Acts 1:13 

1. Simon Peter, James and John (sons of Zebedee) 

 These were not just fishermen but business partners or owners. 

They were entrepreneurs. Fishermen - Luke 5:3-11 

2. Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother 

 He is the one who invited Simon to Jesus- John 1:25-42 

 He might have been a fisherman 

3. Matthew was a tax collector 

 Tax collectors had a bad public image, were regarded as sinners. A 

good Jew was not supposed to associate with a tax collector. 

Matthew 9:9-13 

4. Thomas and Nathaniel (Bartholomew) 

 After the crucifixion of Jesus Christ, they joined the other five 

disciples to return to their profession. Simon Peter was amongst 

them- John 21:2-3 

5. Judas Iscariot 

 His profession is unknown.  

6. Thomas, Didymus (the Twin) 

 His profession is unknown.  

 The doubting apostle who later believed saying "My Lord and my 

God" 

7. Thaddaeus 

 His profession is unknown.  

8. Simon the zealot 

 His profession is unknown.  

9. Matthias 

 The one who replaced Judas Iscariot- Acts 1:23-26 

 His profession is unknown 

10. Apostle Paul  

 Not among the initial 12 
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 Was working as a tent maker- Acts 18:3. 

 

Preaching the Word of God is work. The disciples had to leave their previous 

lives to follow Jesus Christ. If you would like to go into full-time ministry, you 

may do so and the LORD will take care of your needs. Otherwise, you can 

combine just like Apostle Paul. 

Learning from the skills of Daniel and Joseph 

All Christians must develop skills. By the end of the day, people will not employ 

you because you are Christian but because you have skills and trustworthy 

values. 

Businesses and the labour market now emphasize on skill and integrity. Even 

wicked people desire these attributes. Most Christians possess integrity 

(because they fear God) but lag behind in terms of skill. Sell your skills not your 

qualifications. This requires some investment in terms of time, money, 

education, change of attitude, etc. With skills and integrity, you will always be 

at the top and not the bottom; you will be the head and not the tail. 

 //Now Daniel so distinguished himself among the administrators and the 

satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him over the 

whole kingdom// Daniel 6:1-3  

Apart from fearing the LORD, Daniel was on top of issues and better than the 

120 satraps (governors) and the other two fellow administrators. He, alongside 

Meshach, Shadrach and Abednego, had just finished a three year training 

programme before they could enter the king's service. They came out tops. 

To Daniel, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, God gave knowledge and 

understanding of all kinds of literature and learning. In every matter of wisdom 

and understanding about which the king questioned them, he found them ten 

times better than all the magicians and enchanters in his whole kingdom. 

Daniel could understand visions and dreams of all kinds (Daniel 1:5,17,19,20). 

Read also about how Pharaoh put Joseph in charge of the whole land of Egypt. 

Genesis 41:33-42. The plan that Joseph came up with worked well for 14 years- 



Christianity and work  Page 6 of 15  

 

a long term plan. Things were being monitored and reports submitted to him 

and Pharaoh. Everybody was satisfied. 

Christian employees should be the best on any job. 

Divine favour in a Christian 

For those who find me find life and receive favour from the LORD (Proverbs 

8:35).  

Divine favour singles you out for blessing. It converts obstacles into 

opportunities. A person who is favoured becomes a source of wonder and 

amazement. You do not need to beg people for it. Divine favour brings honour 

not shame. What I am saying is that you should not join wicked people in boot-

licking and doing all sorts of shameful acts to get promotion or favour. Let 

them tread on their path of unrighteousness. God's blessings cannot come out 

of wickedness.  

 Did Daniel, Joseph, Shadrech, Meshach and Abednego beg Pharaoh and 

Nebuchadnezzar?  

 Did they have to worship the gods of Egypt and Babylon?  

 Did Mordecai have to seek favours from Haman? 

Do not join wicked people 

Blessed be the memory of Moses who chose not to side with evil. Instead, he 

stood up for the truth and common good. He put God first and feared Him.  

Hebrews 11:24-26 //By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be 

known as the son of Pharaoh's daughter. He chose to be mistreated along with 

the people of God rather than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a short time. He 

regarded disgrace for the sake of Christ as of greater value than the treasures 

of Egypt, because he was looking ahead to his reward// 

Attitudes and work ethics 

You can be smart and intelligent but if you have bad attitudes and poor work 

ethics, a young boy/girl with average abilities will be promoted past you. 

Simple and easy! 

Take a look at this (be patient and do not miss):- 
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//The one who guards a fig tree will eat its fruit, and whoever protects their 

master (master's interests) will be honoured// Proverbs 27:18 

You cannot be employed and paid but fail to protect the interests of your 

employer. Faithful people are rare today and this even makes the argument 

more glorious. Even wicked people need faithful people and prepared to sell 

shares to them. 

Fear the LORD, take good care of a successful owner or boss. You will also be 

taken care of. This works well in life. Do not be lazy, careless and grumble all 

the time. Be punctual, cheerful, obedient and faithful. You may sometimes 

have to work extra harder and outside your scope in terms of time and job 

description. This is how we grow! 

Joseph began as a slave- minimum wage. In thirteen years he sat on the throne 

of Egypt- the richest nation on earth at that time. He found three fig trees, and 

he was the best keeper all three had ever imagined – Potiphar, the jailor, and 

Pharaoh. 

Jacob ran away from home with only a staff. Twenty years later, he had four 

wives, twelve sons, and very much wealth. He found a fig tree and kept it 

faithfully in regardless of setbacks from Laban.  

Elisha was only a country boy. But he found his fig tree to take care of, the 

service of God and Elijah. He faithfully served both masters and was given a 

double portion of Elijah’s spirit (1 Kings 19:19-21; 2 Kings 2:1-15). Wonderful! 

A sinner’s wealth stored up for the righteous 

A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children, but a sinner’s 

wealth is stored up for the righteous. Proverbs 13:22 

See also Proverbs 28:8; Ecclesiastes 2:26; Job 27:16-17. 

A prudent servant will rule over a disgraceful son and will share the inheritance 

as one of the family- Proverbs 17:2. 

Biblical examples 
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Joseph was a teenage foreign slave but he advanced by God’s blessing in 
Potiphar’s house (Gen 39:1-6).  He later ruled Egypt ahead of Pharaoh’s sons 
(Gen 41:38-46). 

Israel took Egypt’s wealth of many generations (Exodus 3:21-22; 12:36).  

Daniel was a teenage Jewish war captive that was promoted over all Babylon 
and was chief of staff to King Nebuchadnezzar. He retained his high positions 
for many years, even when Cyrus the Persian took the empire.  

David a shepherd from the lowly town of Bethlehem, became the nation loved 
of the nation Israel (1 Sam 18:30). The kingdom was taken away from Saul and 
given to David. David grew stronger and stronger, while the house of Saul grew 
weaker and weaker. 2 Samuel 3:1. The Scriptures say that David’s throne 
endures forever (Isaiah 9:6-7). 

Jeroboam was an intelligent, diligent and hardworking young man. He was 
promoted as one of King Solomon’s trusted officials (1 Kings 11:26-28). 
Solomon did not give the job to any of his sons. A few years later Jeroboam 
was king of ten tribes of Israel while Solomon’s favoured son, Rehoboam, only 
had two tribes- Judah and Benjamin (1 Kings 12:22-23). 

Saving wealth for future generations 

I was young and now I am old, yet I have never seen the righteous forsaken or 
their children begging bread. Psalm 37:25 

Those who fear God improve generation by generation. Everything they touch 
prospers. While they grow stronger, the wicked get weaker by day. Godly 
families righty take what has been amassed by the wicked and add it to their 
inheritance.  

A virtuous woman whom only God can give will help you build and maintain 
your wealth. This woman is profitable, gives to the poor and needy and has an 
entrepreneurial mind. See Proverbs 31:16,18,20,24 

The children must also be taught to fear the LORD so that all may be well with 
them. A wise man must pray and strive to have obedient children. This is the 
greatest inheritance one can leave behind. The fear of the LORD must be 
passed on from generation to generation. 
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 Psalm 34:11-13; Psalm 91:16; Psalm 103:17; Psalm119:111; Ecclesiastes 
7:11; Psalm 78:1-8; Joel 1:1-3; Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Isaiah 38:19 

 Proverbs 3:1-2; Proverbs 4:10; Proverbs 9:11; Proverbs 10:27;  

 Ephesians 6:2-4 

These are God’s glorious promises that no-one should take lightly. They are to 
be gladly accepted because they by far superior to any insurance offer. 

Houses and wealth are inherited from (Proverbs 19:14). Children are not 
supposed to save up for their parents but parents for their children (2 
Corinthians 12:14). The command (not suggestion or option) laid down here is 
that parents should store up wealth for their children.  

Children must support their parents and grandparents (1 Tim 5:4,5,8). These 
are two generations. We must therefore live diligently and be wise enough to 
provide an inheritance for the present generation as well as the next two 
generations. 

Since saving up for your children and grandchildren is a command, selfish 
habits and lusts for pleasures must be checked. We must live for immediate 
gratification, consume most or all of our income or die as net debtors.  

1 Timothy 5:6 says “The widow who lives for pleasure is dead even while she 
lives”. Parents and grandparents are not supposed to be spending their 
children’s inheritance.” Instead they must give their estates for their families 
whom they love and pray for. Consider the ways of ants that store up food for 
the summer yet it has no commander (Proverbs 6:6-8; 30:25). You need not be 
pushed but must love storing up wealth for the future generations because 
leaving an inheritance is your Christian duty- both spiritually and financially. 

The LORD God Most High owns the world and everything in it. He has an 
inheritance reserved for you in the next world that exceeds the wealth of the 
universe. All things are yours through Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 3:21-23). The 
things God has in store in us are more worthy than gold (1 Peter 1:3-5; 2 Peter 
3:10-14). We are heirs of God and co-heirs with His Son Jesus Christ (Romans 
8:14-19)! 

Some God fearing rich people in the bible  

Abraham 
Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold. Gen 13:2. 
He feared God and God was with him. First, he accumulated his riches 
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faithfully and therefore had free conscience. Second, he kept his oaths. 
Consequently, the Lord never departed from him and he was still able to call 
on Most High God and He would hear him. 
 
Isaac 

Genesis 26:12-16 //Isaac planted crops and the same year reaped a 
hundredfold because the LORD blessed him. The man became rich and his 
wealth continued to grow until he became wealthy. Then Abimelech said to 
Isaac "Move away from us; you have become too powerful for us"// When the 
LORD blesses you...First, there is no more toiling in vain; no losses to the 
enemy. Second, the rule of growth is multiplication and addition; subtraction 
and division have no place. Third, you receive in its due season; without delays. 
Fourth, you become influential. The fact that people are envious of you 
without cause is enough reason that you remain obedient to the LORD. This 
could be somebody's prayer point for the weekend as they first seek the 
kingdom of God. 
 

Jacob and Esau 

Both were rich but Jacob was richer. What made the difference are blessings of 
a father. Jacob left home with nothing except his father’s blessings which he 
stole from his brother. You need blessings! You must bless your children and 
pass on the fear of the LORD. Read Genesis 27 and 33 for full details. 

Job  

Job was undoubtedly wealthy. He was blameless and upright. He feared God 
and shunned evil....He was also the greatest man among all the people of the 
East -Job 1 and 2 

Job had the following 7 sons and 3 daughters; 7 thousand sheep; 3 thousand 
camels; 500 yoke of oxen; 500 donkeys and servants. He could support his 10 
children and afford parties for them in turn. Job was generous to the poor, 
needy, fatherless, widows, strangers, blind, lame and other vulnerable groups- 
Job 29. 

God’s grace 

Ecclesiastes 9:11 "I have seen something else under the sun: The race is not to 
the swift or the battle to the strong, nor does food come to the wise or wealth 
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to the brilliant or favour to the learned; but time and chance happen to them 
all"  

Time and chance indeed happen to all of us but Satan is stopping some from 
achieving their destiny. Yes, you must realise this and offer prayer to stop 
Satan from stealing, killing and destroying your life. This is what John 10:10 
says and it requires grace to break away from Satan's yoke. 

The Lord Almighty told Isaiah: "Tell the righteous it will be well with them, for 
they will enjoy the fruit of their deeds" Isaiah 3:10 

Safeguards 

Proverbs 28:8 "He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest amasses it 
for another, who will be kind to the poor"  
OR  

Proverbs 13:11 "Dishonest money dwindles away but he who gathers little by 
little makes it grow".  

Some people are in the business of lending money. Excessive rates are charged 
and borrowers fail to pay and get deeper into poverty.  

Some businesses also overprice goods and services. The poor spend too much 
and have little left to provide for their families. This is no different from 
stealing, defrauding, corruption and oppression of the poor. It is pure sin. No 
debate. The bible calls it the use of dishonest scales, prices, measures, weights, 
etc. in order to gain wealth.  

Do not forget the LORD 

Humble yourself before the Most High God. When you feel you are at the 

height of power, successes, knowledge and wisdom, kindly acknowledge God 

and treat others well. When you do this, all will be well with you.  

//One keeps him/herself, away from sin due to lack of means. When the 

fortunes are turned in his or her favour, they will sin at the first 

opportunity and have no remorse// Do not fail this test colleagues! Be 

genuine believers. 

King Belshazzar, although fully knowing what happened to his arrogant father 

(Nebuchadnezzar), mocked God by allowing himself, his nobles, his wives and 



Christianity and work  Page 12 of 15  

 

his concubines to drink from the gold and silver goblets that his father had 

taken from the temple in Jerusalem.  

He forgot his past. However, when he saw that a mysterious human hand 

wrote on the wall, his face turned pale. He was so frightened that his legs 

became weak and his knees were knocking (Dan 5:6). He then called for 

Prophet Daniel for a solution but never got it. Instead he was slain that very 

night even after promoting Daniel. 

But when you are successful do not say to yourself "My power and strength 

have produced this wealth for me". For it is God who gives ability and confirms 

the covenant he swore to our forefathers! Deuteronomy 8:17-18  

It is common for successful and rich to oppress the unsuccessful and poor 

people but this is what Proverbs 14:31 says: "He who oppresses the poor 

shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy honours 

God." 

When you have eaten and are satisfied, praise the LORD your God for His 

goodness. Observe his commands, laws and decrees. When you build fine 

houses and settle down, and when your herds and flocks grow large and your 

silver and gold increase and all you have is multiplied, do not become proud in 

your heart and forget the LORD your God. (Deuteronomy 8:10-14) 

Let your eyes look straight ahead; fix your gaze directly before you. Give 

careful thought to the paths for your feet and be steadfast in all your ways. Do 

not turn to the right or the left; keep your foot from evil- Proverbs 4:25  

Unlike birds, man cannot clearly see things from behind or on the sides by 

using the corner of the eyes. We are only meant to see straight ahead of us 

and focus on God. That is our command to observe not experiment.  

I said, 'You are gods"; you are all sons of the Most High.' But you will die like 
mere men; you will fall like every other ruler. "- Psalm 82:6,7 Like the prodigal, 
many are suffering because of disobedience. We are gods not as the world 
sees, desires, craves and teaches. Somebody is fooling the world that "people 
can be gods on their own disjoint from submission to the will of God".- sons of 
the devil! The moment we disjoin ourselves from God, we disown ourselves. 
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We forsake the privilege of both sonship and authority. We must repent and 
humble ourselves! The door is always open. 

One of the things that the world teaches now is “belief in oneself and that a 
person can be a god”. They call it faith and spiritism. This is a false teaching 
which must be vigorously rejected accompanied with repentance. It does not 
glorify God, the Creator of heaven and earth. Proof from Acts 12:21-23:- On 
the appointed day Herod, wearing his royal robes, sat on his throne and 
delivered a public address to the people. They shouted, “This is the voice of a 
god, not of a man.” Immediately, because Herod did not give praise to God, an 
angel of the Lord struck him down, and he was eaten by worms and died. 

The mistake of Solomon 

A warning was given to Solomon in the Scriptures regarding how kings are 

supposed to live but he did the exact opposite of what the LORD commanded. 

The result was backsliding just as the LORD had warned:-  

 The king must not acquire great numbers of horses for himself.  

 He must not take many wives, or his heart will be led astray.  

 He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and gold.  

 He is to read the law all the days of his life so that he may learn to revere 

the LORD his God and follow carefully all the words of the law or decrees 

and not consider himself better than his fellow Israelites and turn from 

the law to the right or to the left 

(Deuteronomy 17:16-20) 

Financial literacy from the bible 

Sow your seed in the morning and at evening let your hands not be idle, for 

you do not know which will succeed, whether this or that, or whether both will 

do equally well. Ecclesiastes 11:6 

The verse deals with financial burden and offers solutions for diversification. 

Worrying about financial burdens and then counting the days to your next 

payday suggests that you must diversify your income sources. You cannot 

continue to live like this. Strive to pull yourself up. Kill off idle time or manage 

your time well. 
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Below is another verse. 

Ship your grain across the sea; after many days you may receive a return. 

Invest in seven ventures, yes, in eight; you do not know what disaster may 

come upon the land. Ecclesiastes 11:1-2 

You will see that scholars/ authors plagiarised Solomon and now call it 
Entrepreneurship, Economics or Corporate Finance. We can call it Bible 
Finance. 
 
The bible is teaching us about the following business principles: 

 Investing yields returns 

 No risk, no returns 

 Diversification pays 
 
There are many more inspired principles in the bible (divine library) by the 
LORD God Most High to prosper you financially. Read the Word and invest 
wisely. 

Christianity and dishonest gain 

Proverbs 28:8 "He who increases his wealth by exorbitant interest amasses it 
for another, who will be kind to the poor"  
 
Proverbs 13:11 "Dishonest money dwindles away but he who gathers little by 
little makes it grow".  
 
Clearly, God hates dishonest gain and the business of lending money. 

 Excessive rates are charged and borrowers fail to pay and get deeper 
into poverty.  

 Some businesses also overprice goods and services.  
 

The poor spend too much and have little left to provide for their families. This 
is no different from stealing, defrauding, corruption and oppression of the 
poor.  
 
It is purely sin and attracts a curse. No debate. The bible calls it the use of 
dishonest scales, prices, measures, weights, etc. in order to gain wealth. See 
Micah 6:11; Amos 8:5; Leviticus 19:35-36; Ezekiel 20:23. 
 
Lend to your enemies without expecting to get anything back- Luke 6:35 
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Way forward 

 Repentance and stop dishonest gain 

 God will take away the curse 

 He will restore you- Joel 2:25 

 He will give you a successful business 
 
Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing 
something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to 
share with those in need. Ephesians 4:28 
 


